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March 21st 2017 @ the Knickerbocker Theater 

 
 
 
Michigan’s West Coast and the world are filled with a growing spirit of anticipation. Our hardest questions and biggest 
challenges continue to grow in complexity. But so also grows our innovative vitality. How do we wrestle with the 
uncertainty of tomorrow? Where will the next big idea come from for equality, sustainability, poverty, education 
or business? At the convergence of technology, entertainment and design, TEDx Macatawa presents our community’s 
intellectual and imaginative contributions toward shaping the world of tomorrow. 
  



	  
	  
WHAT IS A TEDx EVENT?  
 
Imagine a day filled with brilliant speakers, thought-provoking video and mind-blowing conversation. By organizing a TEDx 
event, you can create a unique gathering in your community that will unleash new ideas, inspire and inform.  
 
A TEDx event is a local gathering where live, TED-like talks and videos previously recorded at TED conferences are shared 
with the community. TEDx events are fully planned and coordinated independently, on a community-by-community basis. 
The content and design of each TEDx event is unique and developed independently, but all of them have features in 
common. 
 
TED's Format:  A suite of short, carefully prepared talks, demonstrations and performances that are idea-focused, and 
cover a wide range of subjects to foster learning, inspiration and wonder – and provoke conversations that matter. 
 
TED Talk  V ideos: Every TEDx event either shows only TED Talk videos to its audience, or shows both TED Talk videos and 
live speakers from the community. For events less than half a day in length, two TED Talks videos are required to be shown. 
For longer events, 25% of the total number of talks must be official TED Talk videos. All TED Talk videos can be found on 
TED.com. 
 
D ivers ity  of  Topics : All TEDx events present multiple issues and a diversity of voices from many disciplines. After all, 
what’s the fun without a little variety? 
 
Community-Dr iven and Bias-Free Content :  A TEDx event is organized by volunteers from the local community, and 
just like TED events, it lacks any commercial, religious or political agenda. Its goal is to spark conversation, connection and 
community. 
 
WHAT A TEDx EVENT IS NOT 
 
• A TEDx event is not an industry or marketing conference, used to sell something, or limited to one topic or field. 
• A TEDx event is not organized by or for special-interest political, religious or commercial groups. 
• A TEDx event cannot be used to raise money, not even for a charity. 
• A TEDx event cannot partner with another conference or event. 
• A TEDx event can’t be co-branded with an institution except under specific license types – for a college or university, or 

for internal events (for corporations and organizations). 
• A TEDx event is not a platform for professional speakers, such as motivational speakers and professional life coaches. 

Its purpose is to give a platform to those who don’t often have one. 
• A TEDx event is not focused solely on entrepreneurship, business or technology. Diversity of topics is key! 


